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AN ANSWER TO BETA, 
ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE DRAMA 


S1r,—I am induced to offer these remarks 
from the polemical letters of Legion and 
Beta, which have lately occupied the atten- 
tion of all interested in the drama ; my only 
object is to correct the assertions that have 
been made in reference to the present talent 
and capabilities of its possessors, in the his- 
trionic art, of which I ai and have been for 
the last twenty years a humble professor; a 
plea I trust sufficient for the preseut intru- 
sion. 

It appears that Beta has a prejudiced 
opinion of the talent and merit of our great 
actors (a term which I know he will not ad- 
mit of). I can give him but little credit as 
a critic, much less as a man of taste for his 
extraordinary and paradoxical assertions of 
the present amount of talent and classifica- 
tion thereof. Surely, Sir, one conversant 
with the present state of the British drama 
and having an ordinary acquaintance with 
its resources would be so blindly infatuated 
as to assert, the total exemption of great ta- 
lent from the stage. Why, Sir, I venture 
to say that we never at any one time pos- 
sessed so much talent as at the present mo- 
ment. Will not the names of Macready, 
Brooke, Phelps, Vandenhoff, Wallack, Kean 
Creswick, and G. K. Dickinson, cum multis 
allis substantiate my statement ? The drama 
will not decline from lack of talent but the 
evil lies in the spirit and conduct of its pos- 
session. 





What an absurd and strange idea has he, 
as regard the capabilities of our leading 
men. No one he states in Macready’s ab- 
sence, but Vandenhoff, can be said to have 
any pretensions to excellence, in the high 
Shaksperian art. Surely he forgets the im- 
mense talent of Brooke, who, be it remem- 


of Othello, would not pale in comparison 
with any of the most illustrious of his pre- 
decessors ; he is destined (his natural capa- 
bilities permitting) to occupy a position 
with the greatest stars in the dramatic con- 
stellation, Is Mr. Phelps to be placed asa 
third-rate actor, by this pseudo critic ? Who 
sir, that has seen his Shylock, Richelieu, &c. 
will assign him such a mediocre position ? 
I will draw the line of comparison no further, 
having clearly shown that the present talent 
and its classification, is measured by a false 
standard, and that Beta is utterly incapable 
to discharge the delicate function of a critic, 
or to hold the scales of justice with an un- 
faltering hand, He may see me again at 
Philippi. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your’s obediently, 
NEMESIS. 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





HAYMARKET. 

The presiding goddess of comedy has 
once more returned to the ‘old shop,” 
a shop that does but moderate business un- 
less she is behind the counter to serve the 
customers. Who can pass the door and 
read the bill of fare, without patronizing 
the charming things dispensed from within? 
Nisbett, queen of comedy, delicious tempter, 
the very thought that you was coming 
amongst us again as Constance, was enough. 
We were up and stirring, uneasy, unset- 
tled, miserable ; until your joyous laugh 
again rolled merrily into our ears. We 
have heard it, we have been delighted with 
Constance, charmed with Beatrice, and our 
sides have ached through Lady Gay 
Spanker. 

The company is nearly the same as last 





bered has no equal in some of the leading 
tragic characters, and whose impersonation 





season, and the afterpieces have consisted 
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of “An Alarming Sacrifice,’ “ Separate 
Maintenance,” and cther farces. The two 
Keeleys, Priscella Horton, Buckstone, and 
Fitz are excellent. 

LYCEUM. 

Mr. Matthews has again opened the 
doors of this theatre to his numerous pa- 
trons ; the pieces played on Monday are 
established favourites, all of which were 
acted excellently well. The house was 
well attended, and lcoked brilliant in the 
extreme ; many novelties are in active pre- 
paration, and we look forward to a brilli- 
ant season, from the report of Miles’ Boy. 

SADLER’S WELL. 

It cannot be said of the managers at this 
establishment they lack industry in endea- 
vouring to procure the best native talent that 
can be got; in their opening week hey 
brought forward no less than four ladies, 
all of which posess considerable ability, if 
not first rate talent. On Monday, another 
made her appearance, a Miss Aldridge, who 
essayed in the character of Desdemona. If 
we may judge from her first appearance, she 
is likely to become a great acquisition in 
juvenile tragedy, her figure is very elegant 
and lady like, and her featuers, what may be 
considered very pretty, her voice is of 
@ pure silvery tone, and her action and ge- 
neral deportment easy and graceful. She 
was heartily welcomed by an immensely 
crowded house many hundreds not being able 
to gain admittance. Of Mr. Phelps Othello 
we have spoken before at great length, it is 
a masterly and powerful piece of acting, 
and as a whole his best Shaksperian cha- 
racter. Marston’s conception of Iago we 
think perfect, he played the lurking deceit- 
ful villian to thelife. Mr. G. K. Dickinson as 
Cassio, was an admirable representative of 
the character, in the drunken scene this 
improving actor surprised us, his acting 
was free and easy, nor did he over do it in 
the least, he came on the stage with his 
companions what may betermed merry, and 
his intoxication was increased by degrees ; 
his acting had all the nice points of light 
and shade about it that can only be pro- 
duced by a first rate artist; it told well 
with the audience if we may judge from 
the applause that followed. The other 
characters were very efficiently maintain- 


Mellon. Miss Glynn in the character 
of Emilia acted with a spirit and vigour that 
proved she can do great things when she has 
the opportunity. We were always of opi- 
nion this lady would make a great actress 
and she has proved we were right ; we have 
not an actress of the present day equal to 
her in such characters. Let our readers wit- 
ness her performance and judge for them- 
selves. Some new afterpieces have been 
produced which have been splendidly acted 
by Hoskins, Dickinson, C. Fenton, Nye, 
Miss Fitzpatrick, and little Miss St. George. 


MARYLEBONE. 


The principal features here this week is 
the production of Shakspere’s comedy of 
“Much Ado About Nothing,” which has 
been apparently well acted and put upon the 
stage. Mr. Davenport who represented the 
whimsical Benedict, reminds us very much of 
Mr. James Wallack, both in person and 
style of acting; he is gentlemanly, buoyant 
and graceful, and plays the character with 
a finish quite refreshing ; he met with con- 
tinued applause thronghout the play, which 
must have been very gratifying to his feel- 
ings. Of Mr. G. Cooke who was the Dog- 
berry of the evening, we can congratulate this 
sterling actor with ‘an unqualified praise ; 
it was an easy and faithful representation of 
the silly and all important old officer; he 
never strained at making any particular por- 
tion tell, no part of his acting could be said 
to be overdone, but there was a raciness 
about it that seems to come from the actor 
spontaneously, and he appeared to relish the 
situation he was placed in, as well as the 
audience admired his acting. Mr. T. Bel- 
ton played Claudio, very judiciously, and 
looked the character extremely well; the 
other male characters were all supported 
with ability. Mrs. Mowatt made a charm- 
ing Beatrice ; we have not seen this lady in 
any part to so much advantage, her dress and 
deportment was most lady-like, and she 
kept up the character to the last scene with 
an usual share of interest; her raillery with 
Benedict was playful and coquettish, and the 
scene where she stirs up his courage to be 
revenged on Claudio, was admirably given; 
“Oh that I was a Man,’’ brought down a 
volume of applause. The house contained 
a well dressed eudience, and the principals 
were called before the curtain at the conclu- 
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STRAND. 

There has been nothing new at this house 
for the last fortnight ; but the crowded state 
of the theatre every evening testifies to the 
success of the pieces in course of perform- 
ance. ‘* Hearts are Trumps’’ still continues 
its career with undiminished popularity : 
Mr. Leigh Murray’s acting as Captain Wag- 
staff is admirable: Mrs. Stirling’s imper- 
sonation of Mary Gray is beautifully sus- 
tained ; and Mr, W. Farren’s Ruby isa piece 
of acting more to be admired every time it 
is witnessed: still we cannot help feeling 
regret at seeing an actor of Mr. Farrens’ 
powers, at his advanced period of life, in so 
trivial a position : Compton makes the most 
of the little part of Joe Martin. In the new 
comic drama of ‘“‘ Where there’s a Will 
there’s a Way,” Mrs. Stirling, Leigh Mur- 
ray, and Compton shine to equal advantage 
in their respective characters: the piece, (a 
very showy one, with sparkling dialogue), is 
eminently successful. Some very attractive 
quadrilles, polkas, by Mr. E. Murray are 
performed by the orchestra during the even- 
ing: they possess great merit. A new 
drama ia three acts is in course of prepara- 
tion. 

SURREY: 

This theatre has been progressing in pub- 
lic favour for some time, indeed the present 
proprietors spare no expense to give such an 
entertainment that the most scrupulous can- 
not fail to be pleased with. Bnlwre’s “ Lady 
of Lyons” was played on Monday with an 
excellent cast, and produced a full house. 
Miss Isabel Dickinson continues to play the 
Eton Boy; it appears the piece has become 
so great a favourite with the acting of this 
talented young lady that the managers do 
not think it necessary to give her any other 
character for the present. We are ready to 
admit there is now no other actress on the 
stage equal to Miss Isabel Dickinson in 
such line of characters, but we trust we may 
not be kept longer in suspense, as we hear 
there are other characters that this talented 
actress is equally clever in. Several new 
pieces are in rehearsal and we hear the pan- 
tomime is to be on a scale of great splen- 
dour. 


CITY, 
The theatre is crammed nightly and the 
dance on the ice so cleverly arranged by Mr. 
E. F, Sayille gives the greatest possible sa- 





tisfaction. In addition to this we eongratu- 
late the audiences and this establishment 
upon a highly improved style of orchestral 
music, under the skilful direction of Mr. R. 
Barnett. It would be unjust not to notice 
in terms of well deserved of commendation 
the great attention paid to the comforts of 
the audience; thick matting has been laid 
down on the stairs and lobbies, so that the 
trampling of feet no longer annoys the au- 
dience, and the box saloon may really be de- 
scribed as being one of the most comfortable 
and truly elegant and best conducted of all 
minor theatres ; indeed establishments of a 
mach larger description might copy advan- 
tageously from the admirable management 
therein displayed- The afterpiece entitled 
* The Lass I left? behind me,” concluded 
the performances very satisfactorily. 


STANDARD. 


This popular place of amusement com- 
menced its winter campaign on Monday 
last, under the able and practised jurisdic- 
tion of Mr. John Douglass, and a well 
filled house assembled to greet old favour- 
ites and new candidates for public approval. 
The house has undergone much renovation 
and improvement, and presents a light and 
very agreeable appearance. The opening 
piece was a new drama entitled the “ An- 
chor’s Weighed,” by Mr. Taylor, which 
was extremely well received, and indeed 
all the varied entertainments provided, 
met with the greatest favour. Mr. Lyon 
is engaged here we perceive: his great 
and striking abilities renders this manage- 
ment highly satisfactory to the playgoing 
public of the vicinity. A great variety of 
novelties are promised. 

PENTONVILLE MUTUAL INSTRUCTION 
SOCIETY, 

On Wednesday last the members of this 
Society gave their Third Entertainment of 
the Elocution Class to a rooom full of 
visitors. The leading object of the So- 
ciety is to promote the Moral and Intel- 
lectual Improvement of the Working 
Classes, by the extension of Useful Know- 
ledge. To afford facilities for the prose- 
cution of General Study—acqniring Infor- 
mation by the meaus of Lectures—forma- 
tion of Classes for Instruction, and a Li- 
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brary of General Literature. ‘The sub- 
scription to the Society is only ls. per 
month, which entitles members to the use 
of the Library, Reading Room and Classes. 
It was a very gratifying sight to see so 
many young people of both sexes gathered 
together for the purpose of improving their 
minds and spending an evening so ration- 
ally. Mr. W. Bartlett took the chair and 
opened the business of the evening with a 
few very appropriate remarks. Mr. C. 
Sims was the first upon the list who deli- 
vered a speech of lad Burleigh. This 
member of the society gave the oration 
with point and judgment, but it wanted 
more force and energy ; and to be spoken 
in a louder tone to give good effect. The 
‘Old School Boy,” as recited by Mr. R. 
Sims (we suppose a brother of the former) 
fell into the same error; he was scarcely 
audible in the part of the room we occu- 
pied: when we did hear him, he appeared 
to have studied the subject he was disco- 
ursing upon, and recited with point and 
humour. The next was a scene from the 
play of “ Hamlet,” by Mr. C. Forster 
and Mr. W. Blankley; they were both 
correct in the text, but here again we have 
to complain of the inaudibility of both ; 
these yonng gentlemen we hope will muster 
more courage for the future, and not be 
abashed before their friends, but speak out 
and not consider any one is criticising them 
They should take a lesson from Mr. T. 
Harper who has had experience in these 
matters and who may be considered an 
old stager; his recitation of the “ Bell,” 
was admirably given, and created conside- 
rable amusement, as did the short sketch 
ofa “ Candle,” by Mr. W. Bartlett. Mr. 
C. Sims’ best effort was the “ Executioner,” 
alias “Tom Noddy ;” the serious portion 
was rendered with much pathos and good 
effect ; altogether we may congratulate the 
members we had the pleasure of hearing, 
and hope they will go on and prosper as 
they deserve. We hope the committee of 
management will be more particular, and 
not keep the visitors an hour after the 
time specified to commence, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 





Nortice.—All communications at Manchester and 
Liverpool will be attended to by H. Hethering- 
ton, No. 7, Nicholson Square, Ardwick Green, 
Manchester. 

Dicxey Lams.—If our friend Dicky will pleasc to 
forwasd what he promised, it will be recieved 
with thanks, although Lamb at the present sea- 
son, has almost become mutton, nevertheless, we 
assured Dickey will dress the joints to suit our 
palates, 

W. GiLes.—We have had such a number of let- 
ters this week upon the present state of the drama 
that we cannot find room for one half; your turn 
shall be taken into consideration in our next. 

D. W.—The Princess’s Theatre was originally 
opened for Promenade Concerts. The saloon, as 
our correspondent states, is one of the best and 
most spacious in the metropolis. 

OsaDIAH.—The comedy was written by O’Keefe, 
It has been stated that after the author became 
blind he caused himself to be led to the theatre 
that he might enjoy the gratification of hearing 
the audience laugh at his jokes. 

Cuarves Tuomas.—Mr. Percy Melville is a very 
good amateur actor : his next part is to be Zekiel 
Homespun in the “ Heir at Law.” 

We have received a letter respecting our subscriber 
Mr. Mann, of the City Dining Rooms, 7, Buck- 
lersbury, but unfortunately the subject does not 
come within the scope of a periodical devoted as 
ours is exclusively to theatrical subjects. There 
can be no doubt but what Mr. Mann has been 
very scurvily treated by the parties alluded to, 
and we quite agree with our correspondent in 
thinking the decision in question waa extremely 
unjust. The ‘ Theatrical Journal’? may always 
be seen at the highly respectable establishment 
conducted in so able a manner by the gentleman 
we have named. We beg to refer W. for further 

articulars to Mr. Mann’s letter in the “‘ Sunday 
imes” of Sunday last. 

J. C.—(Islington).—Mr. Phelps made his first ap- 
pearance at Drury Lane in the character of Sir 
Anthonv Absolute (‘‘ The Rivals’), We have 
answered this question before. 

ScruTator.—Miss Woolgar’s first appearance in 
London was in Egerton Wilks’s well known 
drama of “‘ The Roll of the Drum.’”’ The father 
of this clever lady is a very favourite provincial 
actor. 

E. Jongs.—The Standard Theatre was opened pre- 
viously to being licensed: the manager at that 
time was Mr, S, Johnson, fo-merly a well known 
actor at Sadler’s Wells, It is now, and has been 
for some time under the exclusive management 
of Mr. John Douglass, the original lessee of the 
present Marylebone Theatro. 

S. A. L.—Mr. Emery of the Surrey is a son of the 
celebrated John Emery formerly of Covent Gar- 
den Theatre. John Emery died’much regretted, 
in 1821. 

AMATEUR.—You cannot do better than study care- 
fully Hamlet’s advice to the players; the rules 
therein laid down are at once brief, compendious, 
and admirable. 








CHARLES.—The father of Miss Adelaide Cooke, 
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late of the City of London Theatre was a good 
and painstaking actor. This gentleman died 
about three weeks back of the prevailing epi- 
demic. 

T. E.—You may procure a copy of the play required 
at Duncombe’s, Middle Row,‘Harris, Bow-street, 
or Lacy, Wellington-street. 

EveLtynN.—The farce named was written by Mr. 
Sterling Coyne, and like all that gentleman’s 
productions is sparkling and effective. 

DaTcHMAM.—We agree with him in many of his 
observations respecting Sadler’s Wells, the part 
of manager is more difficult than our correspon- 
dent can be aware of. We have no doubt if he 
had a private interview with Mr. Phelp’s, he 
would give him sufficient reasons for adopting his 
present course of management. 

RasTRORUMANOR. — We have looked over his 
epistle very carefully, but the matter is so dis- 
jointed that we must decline giving it insertion. 

A Pusitisuer.—The Journal might have been had 
either from Collins, or Vickers, Holywell-street, 
on Wednesday evening. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
COVENT GARDEN. 
(Continued from page,299 ). 

In our last number a distressing typo- 
graphical error occurred with reference to 
the name of the originator of the Covent 
Garden Theatrical Fund, it having been 
misprinted Hall, when it should have been 
Hull, Thomas Hull the party alluded to 
was a man of somewhat more than average 
ability and certainly deserves a large share 
of the praise for the formation of this praise- 
worthy institution which has been so long 
and so lavishly bestowed upon our “ En- 
glish Roscius.” Eleven years after its 
original formation this Fund was ratified 
and recognised by Parliament—viz in 1776 
being the same year which witnessed a 


principal of whom was the well known Mr. 

Harris, and for some years an average and 

tolerably successful amount of public pa- 

tronage, unbroken by any very striking 

event awaited the theatre. In 1782, the 

building was enlarged and greatly tm- 

proved, and in 1792 it was still further 

increased in size and capability from de- 

signs inade by the celebrated architect, Mr. 

Henry Holland. The renovated establish- 

ment was re-opened on the 17th of Septem- 

ber in that year, upon which occasion the 
prices of admission were increased and the 
one shilling gallery abolished. These in- 
novations met with a very decided dissent 
upon the part of the public and so reso- 
lute was the opposition manifested that 
the proprietors were compelled to suc- 
cumb—and although they succeeded in 
carrying their point with regard to the 
admission fee to the boxes being six shil- 
lings instend of five as it had previously 
been, they consented, in accordance to the 
public wish, to erect a one shilling gallery, 
which was accordingly done with very 
little delay. There was no event now oc- 
curred of any great importance connected 
with Covent Garden until 1808, when this 
splendid establishment was completely an- 
nihilated by a conflagration of a magni- 
tude and possessing a rapidity almost, if 
not quite unprecedented. The summer 
season had closed on the 13th of July— 
the winter season commenced on the 12th 
of the following September; on the 20th 
of that month the 
to be “ the last on that stage”) consisted of 
“ Pizarro” with the afterpiece of “ The 
Portrait of Cervantes,”’—shortly after the 
conclusion of which a most destructive fire 
was found to be raging in the interior of 
the theatre, which in an incredibly brief 
time was in a complete blaze and in the 
course of a very few hours entirely demo- 


similar formality with regard to that of| lished the whole of the imposing structure, 


Drury Lane. 

Nothing particularly deserving of being 
chronicled occurred at this theatre for some 
years. In 1774, Colman retired from the 
speculation, which had now become vested 


It was supposed at the time that the wad- 
ding from some of the guns fired in the 
last scene of the play lodged in some por- 
tion of the intricate machinery and even- 
tually ignited, but nothing of the kind is 





in the hands of several shareholders, the 


known with anything like a degree of cer- 
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tainty. No life was lost within the theatre 

but twenty human beings perished miser- 

ably on the exterior of the building by a 

lamentable accident, the brief particulars 

of which we will now proceed to narrate. 
(To be continued.) 
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OPENING OF THE THEATRE ROYAL.— 
THE PRINCESS’S. 

This elegant and popular establishment commen- 
ces its winter campaign under favourable auspices, 
and under good generalship. The management is 
determined at length to rest upon one source of at- 
traction only, instead of wavering, as it did the last 
season, between Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Farce, 
and Ballet, attempting each in turn, and not such 
cecding in either from the quality of talent being so 
subdivided as to make each a spiritless performance. 
The management having then during the spring 
sown the seeds which have proved fruitless; will 
this autumn reap the advantage of a practical expe- 
rience, and like a good husbandman, leave no glean- 
ings of poetical talent astray inits path. Tue sing- 
ers engaged are all of English soil, real “ natives,” 
who we trust will prove “ settlers in the Oxford 
Street Hemisphere.’? We will name them, some 
are well known to the public, and have often been 
relished before; there is Harrison the favourite 
tenor who has many admirers and supporters ; Allen, 
whose voice if equal to his style would entitle 
him to be ranked amidst the best singers England 
ever produced; Weiss, an improving basso with a 
clear and well toned voice: H. Corri, a clever and 
amusing buffo, an excellent substitute for H. Horn- 
castle: Madlle. Nau, Madame Thilllon, both 
foreigners it is true, but nearly anglicised from con- 
stant residence with us: Mrs. Weiss, Miss Poole, 
and a debutante, in the pretty person of Miss Louisa 
Pyne, whose recent success in Paris and in several 
French towns, have been the theme of conversation 
and remarks by French crit*cs ; such then are the 
m.iterials the management has to work upon for 
operatic purposes, and if the talent be well and 
diligently employed, thee can be no doubt that the 
attempt of giving English operas efficiently sus- 
tained, will prove a source of profit to the theatre, 
and gratification to the public. Now this same 
public (gentle reader one of the number) has lately 
been making giant strides towards the culture of 
music. The two Italian operas in their exchange 
of ‘notes,’ have engrafted on our minds reminis- 
cences of rare excellence. The French Opera at- 
tracted many hearers, charmed alike by the perfec- 
tion of the ensemble, the piquancy of the dialogue, 
and the mis en scene of the operas. The different 
music halls are besieged by battalions of eager 
listeners. Jullien’s concerts are a sure windfall of 
success on account of their merit and cheapness 
All these we give as reasons for hoping that the 
management will depart out of its beaten track, and 
encourage foster native talent, in lieu of adaptations 
and translations from the continental composers, 
whose productions are almost invariably ‘ hashed ” 
by our singers who want the peculiar rythm to give 











expression to the musical ‘ai of the foreigner 
Besides, what can be more beautiful or more capti- 
vating to the ear and delightful to the eye, than an 
‘English Ballad,’ which distorts n t the features 
and which is so well adapted to the fresh voices of 
our fair country women. Success then attend the 
debut of the Royal Princess’s—May her steps be 
firm and sure, and beloved by her people—may she 
have a glorious reign. Mr. Loder is her musical 
director, Mr. Flexmore the dancing master, and the 
public is—The Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Musa. 


——_~.7——— 
To the Editor of the ‘* THEATRICAL JouRNAL.” 

Sir.—I have just been reading in your 
pleasing journal the article which is as- 
cribed Beta. I quite think with Legion 
that he is a sneering critic, I think his 
comparing Henry Betty to Phelps in 
“Macbeth” is absurd, or Brooke in 
“Othello.” I ask Beta who can play 
Falstaff in “ Henry the Fourth ?” there is 
no one but Phelps who can play it. I do 
not think Macready can surpass him in 
Richelieu, 1 treat what he says respecting 
Bennet, Creswick, and Wallack with con- 
tempt; what he says respecting the mana- 
gers being mere speculators, is ridiculous. 
Again respecting Beta what he says, “If 
the drama is to revive, we must have new 
plays and good actors,” we have both, we 
do not want new plays, nothing ever can 
or will beat Shakspere, and if he wants to 
be fired with enthusiasm let him go to the 
Wells and see the “ Merchant of Venice,” 
there he will see a good actor and be fired 
with enthusiasn, and see the Jew in per- 
fection. I think with him of Macready, 
there he is too metaphysical, but at all 
evnts we shall have a better chance of 
judging next week after his return ; myself 
I think Phelps is far before him, or Brooke, 
or any other actor we have (in Shakspeare), 
his company is select and good, we see a 
beautiful play and then a nice comfortable 
little farce, in fact Phelps is the Shakspeare 
of theday. I hope, my dear sir, 1 have not 
taken too much of your valuable time (and 
room if you think this worth inserting), but 
I hope you will insert it to hear what Beta 
and Legion say, by so doing this you 
will greatly oblige, Dramatis, 

September 28, 1849, 
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PROVINCIAL, 





PrymMouTH.—Macready’s farewell engagement 
here has been but moderate successful ; a disagree- 
able contingency only to be accounted for by the 
unhealthy state of the town. 

LivERPooL.—Adelphi.—Some antiquated melo 
diamas have formed the staple of our entertain- 
ments during the week, but dramas such as the 
“Lonely Man,” “ Death Plank,” &c., will hardly 
be found sufficient to attract the Liverpool public. 
Mr. Falkner improves and if he takes care will be- 
come a decided favourite. 

Bricuton.—T. P. Cooke was advertised to ap- 
pear in in the early part of last week, but was pre- 
vented doing so through indisposition. ‘ Susan 
Hopley,” has been revived and Egerton Wilks’s 
drama of the “ Black Domino,” excited shouts of 
laughter and applause. 

Ox.pHaM.—The season does not commence until 
the 13th of October. 

DoncasTER.—The theatre closed on Wednesday 





(October 3rd.) with the benefit of Mr. Addison the 
manager. The pieces announced were “ Charles 
the Twelfth,” and ‘ Susan Hopley.”’ 

Dovor.—Mr. E. Holmes has engaged J. L. 
Thornton, and the speculation has proved most suc- 
cessful. Mr. Thorntonis a capital light comedian, 
and is mereover a great favourite with the men of 
Kent, to whom he has been long knewn and re- 
spected. In Bernard’s drama of the “ Farmer’s 
Story,”’ this gentleman represented Bristles with 
great comic force and effect. Misses Palmer and 
Cooke have both become favourites. 

CoLcHesTER.—Our theatre opens on the 15th of 
this month (October. ) 

Braprorp,—* Macbeth,’ was performed here 
last week with great eclat. Mr. Loraine was highly 
successful as the Thane, and Mr. Morley sustained 
Macduff with much effect. We congratulate Mr. 
Mozley upon the success attending his well mana- 
ged establishment. 

HarroGate.— Our theatre closes this week: Mr 
Teasdale our manager is somewhat complaining of 
want of patronage: The “ Deserted Mill,” and 
the ‘* Angel of the Attic,” have been recently per- 
formed: in the latter Elliot acted with much ap- 
plause. 

HuLL.— Queen’s.—Mr. Stanley has produced the 
“Green Bushes,” with great success: Mr. and 
Mrs. Nunn merit favourable notice. To night 
(Monday, October Ist.) Mr. Batty’s stud appear, 
and a strong bill has been issued: the whole of the 
entertainments being the supervision of Mr. Broad- 
foot. 

LeIcesTter.—The business here is excellent, and 
the indefatigable exertions of our clever lessee Mr. 
Charles Gill, amply merit the patronage bestowed, 
On Tuesday in last week the performances were un- 
der the patronage of the officers of ‘ Prince Albert’s 
Own ;”’ the house was crowded, and the entertain- 
ments afforded unmitigated satisfaction. 

LiverPoot.—Theatre Royal.—Our,theatre opens 
this week. An operatic company of first rate abi- 
lity is engaged including Sims Reeves; the opening 
opera is Bellini’s ‘ Puritani.” 

Wexrorp.—Mr, Grattan Dawson will shcrtly 
open this theatre. 





MANCHESTER. — Theaire Royal.—On Saturday 
evening last, Sept. 29th, the evening’s perform- 
ances commenced with Shakspeare’s tragedy of 
“ Macbeth,’’ supported by a very powerful com- 
pany. Mr. Macready as Macbeth was received 
with enthusiastie applause by a house literally 
crammed to the ceiling; his impersonation of that 
character, was one of the most perfect we ever wit- 
nessed,—combining great judgment and genius, 
with the originality which has ever been so promi- 
nent a feature in his performances. He was very 
ably supported by Mr. R. E. Graham, Mrs. Weston, 
Mr. Cooke, and indeed all the rest of the company. 
The performances concluded with the farce of the 
‘* Rendezvous.” 

On Monday night Mr. Macready performed Jago 
in ** Othello,” with equally as mnch judgment as in 
his previous perfurmance. Were it his first appear- 
ance we would devote more space to give a just 
critiqne of his performances, but being so well 
known, nothing need be said,—save that he drew 
down thunders of applause from all parts of the 
house during she evening. ‘* The Married Bache- 
lor” terminated the performances, The whole 
passed off to the entire satisfaction of all parties 
present. The proprietor has hitherto received the 
encouragement he merited in endeavouring to bring 
the drama once more before the eyes of the public, 
and we sincerely hope that it may gradually in- 
crease, until by his aid, it will regain its former 
prominent standing. During Mr. Macready’s stay 
in Manchester, he will perform in the following 
pieces :— 


Hamlet Othello 
Macbeth King Lear 
King John Werner, & Richelieu. 


Dusiin.—Sims Reeves, Borrani, and Miss Re- 
becca Isaacs will shortly appear at the Theatre 
Royal. 

Queens.—(Manager Mr. John Harris).—‘ Wal- 
lace the Hero of Scotland,” in which Miss Harris 
plays Marian very creditably, and Mr. Reynolds 
goes through the hero in heroic style. Lady Helen 
is played nicely.by Miss Eburne, and Kirkpatrick 
finds an efficient representative in Mr. Bromley. 
Mr. H. Bedford seems to be A 1, of Provincial 
Comic Men. 

BirMINGHAM. — ‘*The Phantom Dancers,’’ 
** Used Up,’’ and the “ Roused Lion,” have drawn 
very capital houses. Webster and Celeste have 
done exceedingly well. 

Cuester.—Cousin Joe and Margery in propria 
persona Buckstone and Mrs, Fitz. have just left 
here, after doing the “ Rough Diamond,’ and most 
of their favourites to good audiences, 

MANCHESTER.— Queen’s Theatre.—On Monday 
and Tuesdav nights, last, a new drama was pro- 
duced here, entitled “ The Bride of Ardwick,’”’ in 
which Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Dillon sustained the 
principal characters most ably. The drama passed 
off in very good style and at the conclusion Mr, 
and Mrs. Chas. Dillon were called before the cur- 
tain and most loudly applauded. It was followed 
by ‘“‘ The Female Brigand,” or ‘* Carline the Be- 
trayed,’”’ in which Mrs. Rogers tock no less than 
Six characters, viz. :—the Female Brigand—a Fer- 
ryman—av Old Mendicant—a Wandering Savo- 
yard—a Marquis—and a Neapolitan Girl; each 
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character was» well delineated and truly merited 
the applause received. The piece entirely rested 
on Mrs. Rogers and she did it every justice. Mr. 
Murton and Mr. F. B, Egan were very good, and 
also Mr. Ellerton, who was very droll throughout 
the evening. “ The Runaway Horse of Savoy,” 
the principal characters being sustained by Mr. 
Chas. Dillon and Mr. Preston. Master and Miss 
Rogers, (two very interesting little children) were 
highly amusing and created much laughter. Miss 
Clifton was very fair as the wife of Rosalvo. We 
must not forget to state that the prices of admmis- 
sion have been reduced and that the house was very 
wellattended. We hope Mr. Dillon’s engagement 
may be prolonged. 








OUR CHATTER=-BOX., 





Mr. Webster and Madame Celeste have been per- 
forming at Birmingham to good houses. 

Madame Sontag sang at the Town-hall at Brigh- 
ton on Thursday Jast. 

Mr. Charles Braham and Miss Rainforth have 
been giving concerts at Cuelmsford and other places 
in the eastern counties, 

Mr. George Vandenhoff is in London, and we 
hear, bas had an offer for Drury Lane, but the terms 
would not suit him. 

Mrs. Humby has left the Haymarket and gone to 
the Lyceum. 

Mr. Buckstone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam have been 
performing at Liverpool. 

Mr. T. P. Cooke has been playing his favourite 
characters at Brighton. 

Mr, Oxenford’s play “ Virginia,’’ will be per- 
formed at the Marylebone Theatre next week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald King and Mr. Borrani are 
engaged at Portsmouth, and wil! appear next week. 

Mr. Hudson has arrived in America, and was 
announced to make his first appearance at the 
Broadway Theatre in two of his popular charac- 
ters. 

Miss Lucombe, Sims Reeves, and Mr, Whitworth 
depart for the provinces on Tuesday, and commence 
in Liverpool on the following Thursday. Their 
tour, it is expected, will extend over three or four 
months, they having entered into arrangements to 
appear at the principal towns during that period. 

On Monday last John Parry gave his entertain- 
ment at Ramsgate. It was n» sooner known that 
he was about to visit Ramsgate than every ticket 
was purchased: the result was a most crowded and 
fashionable audience. 

Mr. Macready took his farewell of the Notting- 
ham boards on last Monday, in the character of 
Richelieu. The house was crowded. On Wednes- 
day last he made his last appearance at the Don- 
caster Theatre, in the same character. 

Surrey.—A new play is in preparation at this 
theatre. 

NewMarkeT.—The theatre in this town is about 
being converted into a couple of dwelling-houses. 

ApELPui.—The new drama in preparation is to 
be called the “‘ Sons of War.’”’ It will be produced 
on Monday. 

Mr. Thirlwell has been appointed director of the 
orchestra for the forthcoming representations at 
Drury-lane Theatre, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


ASINO de VENISE, 218,° High Holborn, 

licensed pursuant to Act of Parliament.—Open 
every Night.—The band of first-rate artists, con- 
ducted by Mr. Parker, will perform each evening. 
The Valse d’Amour and Alpen Ketten Valse, by 
Keenig, Jullien’s Massaniello, Quadrilles, Zabini’s 
Matassanade, the Amelia and Medora Schottisches, 
and other novelties, to be heard only at this esta- 
blishment. M. Cs.—Messrs. Gouriet, Jarvis, Leo- 
nard, &c. Doors open at half-past seven, com- 
mence at 8, elose at 12. Admission ls. 


MADAME TUSSAUD anv SONS, 

Baker STREET, PorTMAN SQuUARE, 
USH, the MURDERER, taken from life,ats 
, Norwich, during his trial, in his usual dres; 
also, the models of Stanfield Hall, the seat of the 
late J. Jermy, Esq., and Potash Farm, the resi- 
dence of the assassin, are now added to the 
Chamber of Horrors, Richard I1I., Prince Louis 
Napoleon, General Cavaignac, Abd-el-Kader, M. 
Guizot, Sir C. Napier, Pope Pius IX., Queen Anne 
of England, Queen Mary of England, G. Hudson. 
Esq., Grisi as Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia de 
Reggimento, Edward VI., Henry VII., James I, of 
England and VI. of Scotland, in the splendid cos- 
tume of the period ; the heroes Hardinge and Gough 
in their uniforms as British generals. Splendid 
ventilating dome, at a cost of 700/.— This is one 
of the best exhibitions in the metropolis.’””—The 
Times. 

Open from eleven in the morning, till ten at night 
Admittance, One Shilling; Chamber of Horrors 
Sixpence. 


DRAMATIC INSTITUTION. 


AND 
ACADEMY FOR DANCING. 
Gough Street, Wilson Street, Gray’s Inn Road. 


The above Institution having undergone exten- 
sive alterations for the season, for the study and 
practice of the Drama, Fencing, Dancing, Elocution 
and Music, in classes under instructors of known 
ability. Ladies and Gentiemen desirous of becom- 
ing Subscribers, can be received any evening from 
8 till 10 o’clocks Subscription to the Institution, 
5s. per quarter, with the privilege of introducing a 
friend to each Dramatic entertainment. 

N.B.—A select Quadrille party every Tuesday 
evening commencing at Eight o’clock. Tickets six- 
pence each, 

















SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months....Two Shillings. 
Six Months .. .. Four and Four pence. 
Twelve Months .. Eight and Sixpence. 
(Postage Free.) 

Published every Thursday Afternoon at 4 o’clocl, 
for the Proprietor, by CoLtins, 39, Holywell 
Street, Strand; to be had of Vickers, Holywell 
Street; J. Allen, Warwick Lane, Dyson Shoreditch 
and all Booksellers and Newsvenders. Agent for the 
Surrey side of the water, Harris, Blackfriars Road, 
Agent at Manchester, Mr. Abel Heywood, Market 
Street, and 58, Oldham-street. 
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